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Talks

Purpose

What is the main purpose of giving a talk?

1 proving your expertise to your peers

2 gaining insight

3 impressing your supervisor

4 entertainment

Kilu von Prince MoSy Colloquium October 15, 2021 2 / 16



Talks

Purpose

What is the main purpose of giving a talk?

1 proving your expertise to your peers

2 gaining insight

3 impressing your supervisor

4 entertainment

Kilu von Prince MoSy Colloquium October 15, 2021 2 / 16



Talks

Content

• Introduce your topic.

• Approach your research question.
• Sketch out possible hypotheses that would answer your question.
• Sketch out possible ways to test your hypotheses.
• Highlight the points of your proposal on which you would like input

from your audience.
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Talks

Formal conditions

• Duration: 20-45 min, depending on previous arrangement

• Use slides or a handout to support your talk.
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Discussion

Moderating

• The moderator supervises the timing of the talk.
• The moderator also notes who raises their hand to ask a question, and

in which order, and appoints the next person to ask a question.
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Discussion

Taking notes

• Always take notes during a talk!

• Keep some paper/notebook and a pen handy.
• Note down questions and thoughts as they arise. They don’t have to be

fully formed, just jot down some keywords.
• Like a pro: Note down the number of the slide that triggered your

thought/question.
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Discussion

Asking questions

• Practice asking questions!

• It’s ok if you stutter or speak slowly. You’re allowed to take up time
and space in this discussion!

• Your question is a service to the speaker and the audience!
• Caveat: Do make your question about the issues raised by the talk and

strive for brevity!
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Slides General
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Slides Data visualization

Bar plot
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Slides Data visualization

Bar plot with illustration

# 
sp

ea
ke

rs

Languages we have
substantial primary 
data on

The other ~7000 languages

Kilu von Prince MoSy Colloquium October 15, 2021 10 / 16



Slides Data visualization

Better alternatives?

Take 5 minutes to brainstorm alternative representations.
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Slides Data visualization

Map

Kilu von Prince MoSy Colloquium October 15, 2021 12 / 16



Slides Data visualization

Treemap
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Slides Data visualization

Resources

• https://www.data-to-viz.com/ for more on data visualization
• https://www.myelearning.hhu.de/vorbereitung/equipment/

software for
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Slides Data visualization

Picture sources
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Slides Data visualization

Icon collections

There are many collections of free and open source icons and images online,
for example:
https://thenounproject.com/
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Literature I
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